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Abstract 
Research conducted with first year graduate 
students in the Biology and Chemistry depart-
ments of Drexel University during the spring 
term, 2010 by Dominy & Denick, indicated that 
these students were not adept in using their 
primary databases, especially for extensive liter-
ature reviews.  We saw a need for developing 
an instruction program tailored to graduate stu-
dents.  We partnered with the Bridge to the 
Doctorate program and the Fellowships Office 
at Drexel University.  For this group of about 12 
students, we designed a series of instruction 
sessions for the first year of graduate studies. 
The Fellowships Office is a support service for 
graduate students applying for grant funding 
opportunities. This poster describes the ses-
sions developed this year that will form the ba-
sis for a larger scale effort next year. 
                         Office of Provost Graduate Studies 
Drexel University is a participant in the Greater Philadel-
phia Region Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participa-
tion (Philadelphia AMP) program “Bridge to the Doctorate 
Program”.  
 
This fellowship is designed to establish a 
bridge to the terminal degree – the Ph.D. – 
by providing students the financial support 
needed to successfully pursue graduate 
study; essential mentorship and guidance 
of participating faculty; and a support net-
work of staff dedicated to the promotion of future leader-
ship in the scientific enterprise.  
 
The 2010 cohort of the Bridge to the Doctorate Graduate 
Fellowship Program represents the eighth phase of the 
National Science Foundation’s commitment to the partici-
pation of under-represented minorities in graduate levels 
of study in science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics disciplines.  
                                   Fellowships Office 
The Drexel Fellowships Office supports students across the Uni-
versity in their applications for competitive na-
tional and international fellowships. We raise 
campus-wide awareness of opportunities and 
directly help students create strong applica-
tions through intensive individual advising and 
support. 
Clinics 
 
1.     Literature Review 
2.     Keeping current with new information in your re-
search area 
3.    Journal Clubs …Students bring their 
questions for discussion and answers 
4.     Finding Funding opportunities 
5.     Patent searching, intellectual prop-
erty and technology transfer 
6.     Managing references with EndNOTE and/or RefWORKS 
Funding Opportunities 
Introduce Library Research Guide/Blog 
CoS Funding Opportunities (graduate student specific) 
Search for Travel funding 
COS Scholar Universe 
Web of Science  
Fellowship web page (http://www.drexel.edu/fellowships/) 
Key web resources from the Internet 
Professional Societies 
Governments (U.S. and International) 
Interactive Experience (establish profiles and searches) 
 
 
